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Introduction

Prepare for the exam with practice tests from Cambridge

Inside you'll find four authentic examination papers from Cambrridge Assessment English.
They are the perfect way to practise = EXACTLY like the real exam.

Why are they unigque?

All our suthantic practics tests go through the same design process as the IELTS test. We
check every single part of our practice tests with real students under exam conditions, 1o
make sure wi givi you the most authentic experience possible,

Students can practise these tests on their own or with the help of a teacher to familiarise
themselves with the axam format, understand the scoring system and practise exam
technigue.

Further information

IELTS Is jointty managed by the British Couneil, 10P: IELTS Australia and Cambridge
Assessrment English. Further information can ba found on the [ELTS official website at
jiedts.org.

WHAT IS THE TEST FORMAT?

IELTS consists of four components. All candidates take the same Listening and Speaking

tests. There is a choice of Reading and Wriling tests according 1o whether & candidate is
taking the Academic or General Training module,

Academic General Training

For candidates wishing to sludy al For candidates wighing o migrate to an
undergraduate or posigraduate levels, | English-speaking country (Australia, Canada,
and for those seeking prafessional Mew Zeakand, UK}, and for those wishing to
resgistration. train or study balow degres lavel.




Introduction

The lest companems are faken in the following onder:

Ligtening
4 parts, 40 itarms, approxmataly 30 minutes
Academic Reading General Training Reading
3 sections, 40 items ar 3 geclions, 40 itams
G0 mindtes B0 minutes
Acadomic Writing ‘General Training Writing
2 fasks ar 2 tasks
&0 minules &0 minutes
Speaking

11 1o 14 minutas

Total Test Time
2 howrs 44 manules

GENERAL TRAINING TEST FORMAT

Listening

This test consists of four parts, each with ten questicns, The first two parts are concermad
wilh social needs. The first part |5 8 conversalion belween two speakers and the second part
i @ monolegue, The final two parts are concerned with situations related o educational or
training contexts. The third part is a conversation batween up 1o four people and the fourth
part is @ monckogue.

A varisty of question lypes is used, including: multiple choica, matching. plan/map/
diagram kabeding, form completion, note completion, table completion, flow-chart comphation,
summary complation, sentence completion and shor-answer guestions.

Candidates hear the recording once only and answer the quastions as they listen. Ten
minubes are allowed al the end for candidates 1o transfer their answers bo the answisr sheel.

Reading

This test consists of three sections with 40 questions, The texts are taken from nolices,
advarlisaments, leaflats, newspapers, instruction manuals, books and magazines. The
first section contains lexls ralevant fo basic linguistic survival in English, with tasks mainhy
concerned with providing factual information, The second section focusas on the wark
context and involves texts of more complex language, The third saction involves reading
more extended taxts, with a more complesx struclure, but with the emphasis on descriptive
and instructive rather than argumentative lexds,

A variety of question types is used, including: muliple choice, identifying information
(Trua'Falsa/Mot Given), identifying the writer's viewsfclaims (Yes/No/Mot Given}, matching
information, matching headings, matching features, matching sentence endings, santence



Irntrodiuclian

complation, summary completion, note completion, table complation, flow-chart completion,
diagram-label complation and short-answer quastions.
Writing
This tast consists of wo 1asks. 11 s suggested that candidates spend about 20 minutes an
Task 1, which requires tham 1o wrile al least 150 words, and 40 minutes on Task 2, which
recuires them o wrile at least 250 words. Task 2 contributes twice as much as Task 1 1o the

In Task 1, candidates are asked 1o respond 1o a given siluation with a letter requesting
informadion or explaining the situation. They are assessed on their ability to engage in
personal correspondence, elicit and provide general factual information, express needs,
wanis, likes and dislikes, express opinlons, complaints, ele.

In Task 2, candidates are prosented with & point of view, argument or problem. Thay
are assessad on their ability to provide general factual information, outling & problem and
present a solution, present and justify &n opinion, and to evaluate and challenge ideas,
evidance or argumants.

Candidates are also assessed on their ability to write in an appropriate atyla. Mora
information on assessing the Writing 1est, induding Wriling assessment criteria
{public wversion), s available al iells.org.

Speaking

Thig test takes between 11 and 14 minutes and is conducted by a trained examiner.
There are thfee parts:

Part 1

The candidate and the examiner Infraduce themsalvas. Candldates then answer genaral
questions about themseives, their homefamily, their joblsludies, their interests and a wide
ranga of similar familiar topic areas. This part lasts bebwasn four and five minutes.

Fart 2

The candidate is given a task card with prompls and is asked to talk on a particular topic.
The candidate has one minula o prapare and they can make some notes if they wish,
before speaking for between ocne and two minutes. The examiner then asks one or two
questions on the same tapic.

Par 3

The examiner and the candidate engage in a discussion of rmone abstract ssues which are
thematically linked to the topic in Part 2. The discussion lasts between four and five minutes.

The Speaking tes! assesses whelher candidates can communicate effectively in Engligh,
The assassment takes inlo account Fluency and Coherence, Lexical Resource, Grammatical
Range and Accuracy, and Pronunciation. Maore information on assessing the Speaking test,
inchuding Speaking assessment criteria (public version), is available al ielts.org.
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HOW IS IELTS SCORED?

IELTS results are reporied on & ning-band scale. In addifion to the score for gverall language
ability. IELTS provides a score in the form of & profile for sach of the four skills (Listening.
Reading, Writing and Speaking), These scores are also reported on a ning-band scale. All
sooras ara recorded on the Tes! FRepon Form along with details of the candidate’s nationality,
first language and date of birth. Each Overall Band Score comesponds 1o a descriptive
statemant which gives a surmmary of the English-language ability of a candidate cassified at
that lavel. The ning bands and thelr descriplive statements are as folkows:

9 Expert user - Has fufly operational command of the fanguage: aporopniale, sccurale and
Muoent with complete understamnding,

B Very good user - Has fully operational command af the language wilth only occasional
unsyslematic inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Misunderstandings may occur it
urifarmifiar situations. Handles complex aefaiied argumentation wal,

T Good user — Has operational command of the languags, though with eccasional
inacouracies, inappropriacies and mistnderstandings in some silvatons. Generaily
handles complex fanguage wall and undarsfands delailed reasoning.

6 Compatant user — Has generally effective command of the language despite same
inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings. Can use and understand fairly
compiex fanguage, parliculady in familiar situations.

§ Modest user — Has parlial command of the language, coping with overall moeaning in
most siuations, though is Nkely to make many mistakes. Should be able fo handle basic
commanication in own feld,

4 Limited user — Basic compelence is fmiled o famifar sifuations. Has frequant problems
in understanding and expressicn. 15 mol able fo use complax language.

3 Extremely limited user — Conveys and undersiands only general imeaning in very
famiftar sitwations. Frequent breakdowns in communicafion ocour,

2 Intermittent user — Has great difficully understanding spoken and wriller English.

1 Non-user — Essantially has no ability fo vse the language beyond possibly & few
izolated words.

0 Did not attenpi the test — Did nol answer the queshons.
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MARKING THE PRACTICE TESTS

Listening and Reading

The answear keys are on pages 121-128,
Each question in the Listening and Reading fests is worth one mark.

Questions which require fefter | Roman numeral answers

For guaslions whare the answers are lettars or Roman numerals, you should write only the
number of answers required. For example, if the answer is a singla lelber or numeral, you
should write only one answer. If you have wrilten more letters or numerals lhan are required,
the answer must be marked wrong.

Queslions which require answers in the form of words or mumbars

« Answerns may be wrilten in upper or lower casa.

+ Wards in brackets are optional — they are correct, but not necassary,

+ Alternalive answers ane separated by a slash (J).

+ |f you are asked lo wrile an answer using a cerlain number of words. andfor (&) number{s},
you will be penalised if you excead this, For example, if 8 question specifies an answar
using NO MORE THAM THREE WORDS and the comecl answer is 'black leather coal’,
the answer ‘coal of black leather’ & corret.

* In questions where you are expected o complete a gap, you should oaly fransfer tha

necessany missing word{s) onlo the answer sheet, For example, to complate ‘in the ...,

where the correct answer is ‘morming', the answer ‘in the moming” would be neorreet.

All answers require correct spefing (Including words in brackeis).

Baoth US and UK spelling are acceptable and are includad in the answer key,

All standard altematives for numbers, dates and currencies are acoeptable,

All atandard abbreviations are acceptable.

You will find additional notes about individual answers in the answer key.

Writing

The sample answars ara on pages 128138, i & nol possible for you to give yourself a mark
for the Wriling tasks. We have provided sample answers (written by candidates), showing
thelr score and the examiners” comments. These sample answers will give you an insight
into what is required for the Writing lest,

- s = 8 @
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HOW SHOULD YOU INTERPRET YOUR SCORES?

At the and of each Listening and Reading answer key you will find 2 char which will help
you assess whather, on the basis of your Practice Test results, you are ready to take the
IELTS test.

In interpreting your score, there are @ number of points you should bear in mind. Your
parformance in tha real IELTS 1est will be reported in two ways: there will be a Band Score
froam 1 1o 9 for each of the components and an Ovarall Band Score from 1 to 9, which
is the average of your scones in the four componends. However, instilulions considering
your applicalion are advised (o look at both the Overall Band Score and the Band Scora for
gach component in order 1o determine whather you have the language skills needed for a
particular course of study or work environment. For axample, if you are applying for a course
which involves a kot of reading and writing, but no lectures, listening skills might be less
important and a score of 5 in Listening might be acceptable if the Overall Band Score was 7.
Heowever, for a course which has lots of leclures and spaken instnections, & score of 5 in
Listening might be unacceptable even though the Cverall Band Score was 7.

Cince you have marked your tests, you should have some idea of whether your listening
and reading skills are good encugh for you o try the IELTS test. If you did well enough in
one component, but not in others, you will have 1o decide for yourself whether you are ready
to take the test.

The Practice Tests have been checked 1o ensure that they are the same level of difficuty
as the real [ELTS test. However, we cannod guarantes that your score in the Practice Tests
will ba raflected in the real IELTS test, The Practice Tests can only give you an idea of
your possible future performance and it is uliimately up fo you 1o make decisions based on
YOLIF SCOre,

Different Institutions accept differant IELTS scores for different types of courses. We have
based our recommendations on the average scores which the majority of instilutions acoept.
The instilution to which you are applying may, of course, require a higher or lower score than
most other institutions.




Test 1

PART 1 Questions =10

Complete the notes below.

Write ONE WORD ANDIOR A NUMBER for each answer. | bisening test audio |

Children's Engineering Workshops

Tiny Engineers (ages 4-=5)

Activities

« Creataacoverforan 1 ... .50 Whay can drop it from a height
without breaking it.

»  Take partin a competition o bulld the tallesl 2 e j

CTREH 1, | 11 - R e powered by a balloan.

Junior Engineers (ages 6-8)

Achivilias:

« Bulld model cars, trucks and 4 __....._._...... 8nd [gam how 1o pregram
tham so they can move.

»  Take part in & compatition to build the INGEst B ... o USING card
and wood.

s+ Createashord B ... wihspecial softwars.

s Build T . aRd program a humanosd robot.

Cuost for @ five-weak block: £60

Haldon8 . ... ..... from10am to 11 am

Location

Building 104, 9 ... Industrial Estate, Grasford

Plenty of 10 ............. is available,

10 [0 p.121)[@ p. o8]



PART 2 Questions 11-20
Questions 11-14

Choose the correct letfer, A, B ar €.

11

12

13

14

Listening

Ligtening test sudio

Stevenson's was founded in

A 1923
B 1924,
C 1926

Originally, Stevenson's manufactured goods for

A ihe healthcare industry.
B the automotive industry.
€ the machine tools industry.

VWhat does the speaker say aboul the company premises?

A The company has recently moved.
B  The company has no plans to move.
C  The company is gaing to move shorthy.

The programime for I work experience group includas

A fime to do research,
B meetings with a leacher.
G talks by stalf.

11



Test 1

Questions 15-20
Labal tha map balow.

Write the correct lefter, A-J, next fo Questions 15-20.

Plan of Stevenson’s site

FACTORY

15 coffee room

16 warehousa

17 slalf cantean

18 meeting room

18 human resources
20 boardroom

12 3[0p.121][@p.99]



Listening

PART 3 Questions 21-30

Cuastions 21 and 22 |
Choose TWO letiers, A-E. | Ligtening test audio

Which TWO parts of the introductory stage to their art projects do Jess and Tom agree
were useful?

the Bird Park visit

the workshop sessions

the Matural History Museum visit
the projects done in previous years
the handouts with research sourcas

moa ok

Questions 23 and 24
Choose TWO latlers, A-E.

Im which TWO ways do boih Jess and Tom decide to change thair proposals?

by giving a rationale for their acton plans
by baing less specific aboul the outcome
by adding a video diary presentalicn

by providing & fimeline and a mind map
by making their noles more evaluative

mooOo®mP

13



Tast 1

Questions 25-30

Which parsonal meaning do the students decide to give to each of the following
pictures?

Choose SIX answers from the box and wrile the corract letter, A—H, nex! to
CQuestions 25-30.

Parsonal meanings
a chikdhood memory
hope for tha future
fast movement
a potential threat
the power of colour
the contimuity of life
pratection of nature
a confused atlitude lo nalure

T 6 MmeEeoomkeE

Pictures
25 Faleon (Landseer) .
26 Fish hawk (Audubon)
27 Kinglisher (van Goghy o
28 Portrait of William Walls
28 Vairumati (Gauguin)
30 Porralt of Glovanni de Medici

14 [0 p.121][E p. 100




PART 4 Questions 31-40

Cormplete the notes below.
Wiite ONE WORD ONLY for each answer. L PeEh
Stoicism
Shoicism is still refevant today because of ils 31 . appeal.

Ancient Stoics
+  Slobcism was founded aver 2,000 years ago in Graaca,

+  The Sloics’ ideas are iurpns.ln.glv well known, despile not belng intended
for 32 ., :

Steic principles
+ Happiness could be achieved by leading a vifluous life.
+  Controlling emotions was essantial.

+  Epletatius said that external evants cannol be controlled but the
B pROple MaKe in response can be controllad.

* A Stolc is somecne who has a different view on expariences which others woulkd
conslderas 34 ... . ... ;

The influence of Stoicism

»  George Washington organised a 38 .. aboul Cato 1o motivate
his men.

+«  The French artist Delacroix was a Stoic,

«  Adam Smith's ideason 36 ... wera influenced by Stolclsm.

+  Some of ioday's political leaders are inspired by the Stoics.

+  Cognilive Behaviour Therapy (CBT)
= the treatment far 37 .. I based on ideas from Stolcism
— paopla learn to base their thlnklng [y e R

+  Inbusiness, p-anpla benefit from Stoicism by idenlifying cbstacles as
AN e

Relevance of Stoicism

v ltrequirssalotof 40 . ... .. _ but Stoicism can help pecple tolead a
good life,

« Il teaches peaple that having a strong character is more important than
anything else.

+@p 121 [Ep 1] 15




Tes! 1

READING

SECTION 1 Questions 1-14

Read the texi below and answer Quastions 1-6.

16

Helping pupils to choose optional subjects when
they're aged 14-15: what some pupils say

Krishnan

I'm studying Spanish, because it's important to leam foreign languages - and I'm
wery pleased when | can watch a video in class and understand it. Mr Peckham
raally pushes us, and offers us extra assignments, to help us improve, That's good
for me, because otherwise I'd be quite lazy.

Lucy

Histary is my favourite subject, and it's fascinating te see how what we learn about
the past is relevant to what's going on in the warld new. 1t's made me understand
much more about politics, for instance. My plan is to study history at university,
and maybe go into the diplomatic service, se | can apply 2 knowledge of history.

Marl

Thursclays are my favourite days, because that's when we have computing. It's
the high spot of the week for me - | love learning how to program. | began when
| was about eight, so when | started doing it at school, | didn't think I'd have any
prablem with it, but | was quite wrang! When | leave schoal, I'm going into my
family retail business, so sadly | can't see myself becoming a programmer.

Vicleta

My parents both work in leisure and towrism, and they've always talked about
thair wark a lot at home. | find it fascinating. I'm studying it at seheel, and the
teacher is vary knowledgeable, though | think we spend too much time listening
ta her: I'd like ta meet more people working in the sector, and learn from their
experience.

Walid

I'ver always been kean on ar, so | chose it as an optional subject, though | was
afraid the lessons might be a bit dull. | needn't have worried, thaugh — our teacher
gets us to do lots of fun things, so there's no risk of getting bored, At the end of
the year the class puts on an exhibition for the school, and I'm locking ferward to
showing some of my work 1o other people.



Reading

Quesfions 1-6

Look al the five comments aboul lessons, A-E, an page 16.

For which comments are the following statemenis rua?

Write the correct letter, A—=E, in boxes 1-6 an your answer sheal.
NE You may use any letter mare than once.

This pupll is interested in the subject despite the way it is laught.
This pupil i3 hoping to have a career that makes use of the subject,
Thiis pupil finds the subject harder than they expected.

This pupll finds the lessons very entertaining.

This pupil appreciates the benefit of doing challenging work,

This pupil has realised the connection between two things.

; in B W R =
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Tast 1

Read the fext below and answer Questions 714,

It’s almost time for the next Ripton Festivall

As usual, the festival will be held in the Jast weckend of Junc, this year on Sarurday to
Monday, 27-29 June. Ever since last year's festival, the committee has been hard at work to
miake this year's the best ever! The theme is Ripton through the ages, Scenes will be acted
out showing how the town has developed since it was first established. But there's also plenty
thar’s up-ro-date, from the latest music to local crafts,

The Craft Fair is a regular pare of the festival. Come and meer professional arcists, designers
and craftsmen and women, who will display their jewellery, paintings, ceramics, and much
mare, They'll also take orders, so if you want one of ther to make something especially for
you, just ask! You'll get it within a month of the festival ending,

The Saturday barbecue will start ac 2 pm and continue until 10 pm, with a bouncy castle
for lkids, The barbecue will be held in Palmer's Field, or in the town hall if there’s rain. Book
your tickets now, as they always sell out very quickly! Entry for under 165 is free all day;
adults can come for free until 6 pm and pay £5 after that. There'll be live music throughour,
with local amateur bands in the afternoon and professional musicians in the evening,

O Sunday we're delighted o introduce an afternoon of boat races, asranged by the Ripron
Reowing Club. ‘The spectatar area by the bridge has plenty of room 1o sand and cheer the
boats home, in addition to a number of benches, The winners of the races will be presented
with trophies by the mayor of Ripron,

All money raised by the festival will go ro suppore the sports clubs in Ripton.

18



Feading

Questions 7=14

Do the following statements agree with the infermation given in the Lext on page 187

In boxes F=14 on your answer sheed, wrile

10
1"
12
13
14

TRUE if the statemeant agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement conlradicts the infarmaliar
NOT GIVEN if there iz no information on this

The festival ks held every year,

This year's festival focuses on the tawn's history,

Goods displayed in the craft fair are unlike onas found in shops.
The barbacue will be cancelled if it rains,

Adults can atiend the barbecus at any time without charge.
Amateur musicians will parform during the whole of the barbecus.
Seating is available for walching the boat races.

Foople attanding the festival will be asked to donate some manay.

=0 p. 122
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Test 1

SECTION 2 Questions 15-27

Read the tax! below and answer Queshions 15-20.

Reducing injuries on the farm

Farms tend to be full of activity. There are ahways jobs lo be done and some tasks
require physical manual work, While it Is good for people to be aclive, there are risk
factors associated with this, and afforts need to be made 1o reduce them.

Tha first risk relates to the camying of an excessive load or welght. This places undue
demands on the spine and can cause permanent damage. Examples of tasks that
invelve this risk are moving 50-kilogramme fertillser bags from one site to another

ar carryirg heavy buckels of animal feed arcund fields. According to the UK Health

and Safaty Execulive, activities such as these 'should be avoidad al all times'. Their
documentation states that other methods should be considered, such as breaking down
the lnad inta smallar containers prior to moverment or transporting the materials using a
tracior or ather vahicle. The risk posed by excessive force is made worse if the person
lifiing is also banding over as this increases pressura on the discs in the back.

If & load is bulky o hard to grasp, such as a lively or agitated animal, it will be mora
difficuit to hold while lifing and carrying. The halder may adopt an awkward posture,
which is tiring and increases the risk of injury. Sometimes a load has to be held away
from the body because there is a large obstacle In the area and the person lifting needs
io be able to see whare thelr feet are going. This resulis in increased stress on the back;
holding a load at arm's length imposes about five imes the stress of a close-to-the-hody
position, In such cases, handling aids should be purchased that can lake the waight off
the load and minimise the patential for injury.

Another risk that relates to awkward posture |s repetitive bending when carmmying cut a
task. An example might be repairing a gale that has collapsed onto the ground. This type
of activity increases the stress on the lower back because the back muscles have to
support the weight of the upper body. The farmer should think about whether the job can
be performed on a workbanch, reducing the need for prolonged awlward posture.

20



Reading
Questions 15-20
Complate the table below.
Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the text on page 20 for each answer,

White your answers in boxes 15-20 on youwr answer sheel

Risks and how to avoid them

k Examples of farm Risk reduction measuras
Risk factor activities to consider
Haavy loads + Lifting sacks of + Divide into containers
5 s f that weigh less
Use a vehicle such as
« Carrying food for ¥
animals a tractor
Awkward postura = Lifting a restless Buy particular

to halp with support
« Moving something

around a big
G R Ly
Aot of 40 i Fixirg a fallen Uise a workbench instead
while working L Sy

el
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