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Introduction

Prepare for the exam with practice tests from Cambridge

Ingide you'll find four authentic examination papers from Cambridge Assessment English.
Thay are tha parfact way to practise —= EXACTLY like the real exam.

Why are they unique?

All our authentic practice tests go through the same design process as the IELTS tast. We
check every single part of our practice tests with real students under exam conditions, fo
make sure we give you the mast authentic axperience possible.

Students can practise these tests on their own or with the help of a teacher to familiarse
themselves with the exam format, understand the scorng system and practise exam lechnigue.

Further information

IELTS is jointly managed by the British Counddl, IDP: [ELTS Australia and Cambridge
Assessment English, Further information can be found on the IELTS official website at
ielts.org.

WHAT IS THE TEST FORMAT?

|IELTS consists of four components. All candidates take the same Listening and Speaking

lesls. There is a choice of Reading and Writing tests according to whether a candidate is
taking the Academic or General Training module.

Academic Geaneral Training

For candidates wishing to study at Far candidates wizhing to migrate to an
undergraduate or postgraduate levels, | English-speaking country (Australia, Canadsa,
and for those seeking professional New Zealand, UK), and for those wishing ta
registration. train ar study below degree level.




Introduction

The test components are taken in the following order:

Listening
4 parts, 40 items, approximalely 30 minules
Academic Reading General Training Reading
3 sections, 40 items or 3 sections, 40 itams
60 minutes B0 minutes
Academic Writing General Training Writing |
2 tasks or 2 tasks
60 minutes B0 minutes
Spaaking
11 to 14 minutes
Total Test Time
2 hours 44 minutas

ACADEMIC TEST FORMAT

Listening

This test consists of four parts, each with ten quastions. The first two parts are concermed
with social needs. The first part is a convarsation batween two speakers and the second part
is @ monaloque. The final two parts are concarnad with situations related to educational or
training contexts. The third part is a conversation between up io four people and the fourth
part is a monologue.

A variety of question types is used, including: multiple choice, matching, plan/map/
diagram labelling, form completion, note completion, table completion, flow-chart completion,
summary completion, sentence completion and short-answer questions.

Candidates hear the recording once only and answer the questions as thay listen. Ten
minutes are allowed at the end for candidates fo transfer their answers to the answer sheet.

Reading

This test consists of three sections with 40 questions. There are three texts, which are
taken from journals, books, magazines and newspapers. The texts are on topics of genaeral
interest. At least one text contains detailed logical argument.

Avariety of question types is used, including: multiple choice, identifying information
(TrueiFalsa/Not Given), identifying the writer's views/claims (YesMo/Not Given), matching
information, matching headings, maiching features, matching sentence endings, sentence
completion, summary completion, note completion, table completion, flow-chart completion,
diagram-label completion and short-answer questions.
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Writing

This test consists of two tasks. It is suggested that candidates spend about 20 minutes on
Task 1, which requires them to write at least 150 words, and 40 minutes on Task 2, which
requires them lo write at least 250 words. Task 2 contributes twice as much as Task 1 to the
Writing score.

Task 1 requires candidates to look at a diagram or some dala (in a graph, table or chart)
and to present the information in their own words. They are assessad on their ability to
organise, present and possibly compare data, and are required to describe the slages of a
process, describe an object or event, or explain how something works.

In Task 2, candidates are presented with a point of view, argument or problem. They are
assessed on their ability to present a solution to the problem, present and justify an opinion,
compare and cantrast evidence and opinions, and to evaluate and challenge ideas, evidence
or anguments.

Candidates are also assessed on their ability to write in an appropriate style. More
information on assessing the Writing test, including Writing assessment criteria (public
version), is available at jelts.org.

Speaking
This test takes between 11 and 14 minutes and is conducted by a trained examiner.
There are three parts:

Part 1

The candidate and the examiner introduce themselves. Candidates then answer general
questions about themselves, their homelfamily, their job/studies, their interests and a wide
range of similar familiar topic areas. This part lasts between four and five minutes.

Part 2

The candidate is given a task card with prompts and is asked to talk on a particular topic.
The candidate has one minute to prepare and they can make some notes if they wish,
befare speaking for between one and two minutes. The examiner then asks one or two
questions on the same topic.

Part 3

The examiner and the candidale engage in a discussion of more abstract issues which are
themalically linked to the topic in Part 2. The discussion lasts between four and five minutes.

The Speaking test assesses whether candidates can communicate effectively in English.
The assessment takes into account Fluency and Coherence, Lexical Resource, Grammatical
Range and Accuracy, and Pronunciation. More informaticn on assessing the Speaking test,
including Speaking assessmant critaria (public version), is available at ielts.org.
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HOW IS IELTS SCORED?

IELTS resulls are reported on a nine-band scale. In addition to the score for overall language
ability, IELTS provides a score in the form of a profile for each of the four skills (Listening,
Reading, Writing and Speaking). These scores are also reportad on a nine-band scale, All
scores are recorded on the Test Report Form along with details of the candidate’s nationality,
first language and date of birth. Each Overall Band Score corresponds to a descriptive
slatement which givas a summary of the English-language ability of a candidate classified at
that level. The nine bands and their descriplive statemants ara as follows:

9  Expert user - Has fully operational command of the language; appropriafe, accurate
and fluent with complete understanding.

8  Very good user — Has fully operational command of the language with only occasional
unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Misundersfandings may oceur in
unfamiliar sifuations. Handles complex defailed argumentation weill,

7 Good user — Has operational command of the language, though with occasional
inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings in some sifuations. Generally
handles complex language well and understands defailed reasoning.

6 Compefent user — Has generally effective command of the language despite some

inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings. Can use and understand faidy
complex language, particulady in familiar situations.

5  Modest user — Has partial command of the language, coping with averall meaning
in most situafions, though is fikely fo make many mistakes. Showd be abie fo hanale
basic communiceation in own fiald,

4  Limited user - Basic competence is imited to familiar situalions. Has frequeant
problems in understanding and expression, Is nof able fo vse complex language.

3  Extremely limited user — Conveys and understands only general meaning in very
familar situations. Frequent breakdowns in communication occur.

2  [Intermittent user — Has great difficulfy understanding spoken and written English.

1 Non-user — Essentially has no ability to use the language beyond possibly a few
isolated words.

0  Did not attempi the test — Did not answer the questions.
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MARKING THE PRACTICE TESTS

Listening and Reading

The answer keys are on pages 121-128.
Each question in the Listening and Reading tests is worth one mark.

Qurestions which require leffer | Roman numeral answers

For questions whare the answers are |etters or Roman numerals, you shauld write only the
number of answers required. For example, if the answer is a single lefter or numeral, you
should writa only one answer. If you have written more letters or numerals than are required,
the answer must be marked wrong.

Questions which reguire answars in the form of words or numbers

+  Answers may be written in upper or lower case.

+ Words in brackets are opfional — they are correct, but not necessary.

«  Alternative answers are separated by a slash (/).

+  If you are asked to write an answer using a certain number of words and/or (a) number(s),
you will be penalised if you exceed this. For example, if a question specifies an answer
using NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS and the comrect answer is ‘black leather coat’,
the answer ‘coat of black leather” is incomrect.

+  In questions where you are expecled lo complete a gap, you should only transfer the

necessary missing word(s) onto the answer sheet. For example, to complete ‘in the ..,

where the correct answer is ‘morning’, the answer 'in the moming’ would be incorrect.

All answers require comect spalling (Including words in brackets)

Both US and LK spelling are acceptable and are included in the answer key.

All standard altematives for numbers, dates and currencies are accaptable.

All standard abbreviations are acceptable.

You will find additional notes about individual answers in the answer key.

Writing

The sample answers are on pages 128-138. It is not possible for you to give yourself a mark
for the Writing tasks. We have provided sample answers (written by candidates), showing
their score and the examinars’ comments. These sample answers will give you an insight
into what is required for the Writing lest.

T
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HOW SHOULD YOU INTERPRET YOUR SCORES?

Al the end of each Listening and Reading answar key you will find a chart which will halp
you assess whether, on the basis of your Practice Test results, you are ready to take the
IELTS test.

In intarpreting your score, thare are a numbar of paints you should baar in mind. Your
parformance in the real IELTS test will be reported in two ways: there will ba a Band Score
from 1 to 9 for each of the components and an Overall Band Score from 1 1o 9, which is
the average of your scores in the four components. However, inslitutions considaring your
application are advised to look at both the Overall Band Score and the Band Score for
each component in order to determine whather you have the language skills needad for a
particular course of study. Far example, if your course involves a lot of reading and writing,
but no lectures, listening skills might be lass important and a score of 5 In Listening might be
acceplable if the Overall Band Score was 7. However, for a course which has lots of lectures
and spoken instructions, a score of 5 in Listening might be unacceptable even though the
Owerall Band Score was 7.

Once you have marked your tests, you should have some idea of whether your listening
and reading skills are good encugh for you to try the [ELTS test. If you did well enough in
one component, but not in others, you will have to decide for yourself whether you are ready
to take the test.

The Practice Tests have been checked to ensure that they are the same level of difficulty
as the real |IELTS test. However, we cannoi guarantee that your score in the Praclice Tests
will be reflacted in the real IELTS test. The Practice Tests can only give you an idea of your
possible future perfformance and it is ullimately up to you to make decisions based on your
SCOre.

Different institutions accept different IELTS scores for different types of courses. We have
based our recommendations on the average scores which the majority of instilutions accapt.
The institution to which you are applying may, of course, require a higher or lower scora than
mast other institutions.



Test 1

PART 1 Questions 1-10
Complete the nofes below.

Wiite ONE WORD ANDIOR A NUMBER for each answer.

Children's Engineering Workshops

Tiny Engineers (ages 4-5)

Activilies

¢ Create a cover foran 1 . . 50 they can drop it from a height
without breaking it.

+«  Take part in a competition to build the tallest 2 ..o 3

&« Makead . powered by a balloon,

Junior Engineers (ages 6-8)

Activities:

«  Build model cars, trucks and 4 and leam how 1o program
them so they can move.

«  Take parl in & competition to build the longest 5. using card
and wood,

e Create ashort @ ... ... with special software.

o Build, T and program a humanoid robot.

Cost for a five-week block: £50

HoldonB e from 10 am to 11 am
Location
Building 104, 9 .. Industrial Estate, Grasford

.. 15 available.

Plenty of 10

10 3[@p 121 [@p. o8
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PART 2 Questions 11-20

Questions 11-14

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

1

12

13

14

Stevenson's was founded in

A 1923
B 1924
C 1926

Originally, Stevenson's manufactured goods for

A the healthcare industry.
B the aulomotive industry.
C the machine tools industry,

What does the speaker say about the company premises?

A The company has recently moved.
B  The company has no plans to move.
€ The company is going to move shortly.

The programme for the work experience group includes

A time to do research.
B  meefings with a teacher.
C talks by staff.

"
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Questions 15-20

Label the map below.

Write the correct letfer, A-J, next to Questions 15-20.

15
16
17
18
19
20

=k
%]

Plan of Stevenson’s site

FACTORY

staff canteen

maeating room

human resources
boardroom r—

=[O p. 121]
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PART 3 Questions 21-30
Questions 21 and 22
Choose TWO letlers, A-E.

Which TWO parts of the introductory stage to their art projects do Jess and Tom agreea
were useful?

the Bird Park visit

the workshop sessions

the Natural History Museum visit
the projects done in previous years
the handouts with research sources

moomes

Questions 23 and 24
Choose TWO letfers, A-E.

In which TWO ways do both Jess and Tom decide lo change their proposals?

by giving a rationale for their action plans
by being less specific about the outcome
by adding a video diary presantation

by providing a timeline and a mind map
by making their notes more evaluative

moom:®

13
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Questions 25-30

Which personal meaning do the students decide to give to each of the following
pictures?

Choose SIX answers from the box and write the correct leffer, A=H, next fo
Quastions 25-30.

Personal meanings
a childhood memory
hope for the future
fast movemeant
a potential threat
the power of colour
the continuity of life
protection of nature

I o mMmBe o>

a confused attitude to nature

Pictures

Falcon (Landseer)
Fish hawk (Audubon)
Kingfisher (van Gogh)
Portrait of Willlam Wells
Vairumali (Gauguin)
Portrait of Giovanni de Medici

L8888

14 2@ p. 121 @ p. 100
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PART 4 Questions 31-40
Complate the notes below.

Write ONE WORD ONLY for sach answer.

Stoicism
Sloicism is still relevant today because of its 31 appeal.

Ancient Stolcs
+  Stoicism was founded over 2,000 years ago in Greece.

¢  The Sloics' ideas ara sur|:-mamgl3'|I well known, despite not being intended
for 32

Stoic principles

«  Happiness could be achieved by leading a virtuous life.

«  Controliing emotions was essential,

«  Epictetus said that external events cannot be controlled but the
33 people make in response can be controlled.

« A Stoic is someona who has a different view on experiences which others would
consider as 34 ....... — .

The influence of Stoicism

»  George Washington organised a 35 about Cato to maotivale

his men,
=  The French artist Delacroix was a Stoic.
e Adam Smith's ideason 36 . were influenced by Stoicism.

+  Some of today’s political leaders are inspired by the Stoics.
= Cognitive Behaviour Therapy (CBT)
— the Ireatment for 37 . .. is based on ideas from Stoicism
- people leam to base their lhln!-ung on 38
+ Inbusiness, peaple benefit from Stoicism by identifying obstacles as

R —

Relevance of Stoicism

s ltrequiresalotofd0 but Stoicism can help pecple to lead a
good lifs.

s |t teaches people that having a strong character is more important than

anything alse.
+@5 121 [Bp101] 15




Tast 1

READING PASSAGE 1

You shouid spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1-13, which are based on Reading
Passage 1 befow.

Why we need to protect polar bears

Polar bears are being increasingly threatened by the effects of climate change, but their disappearance
could have far-reaching consequences, They are uniguely adapted to the extreme conditions of

the Arctic Circle, where temperatures can reach —40°C. One reason [or this is that they have up to

11 centimetres of fat undermeath their skin, Humans with comparative levels of adipose tissue would
be considered obese and would be likely to suffer from diabetes and heart disense. Yet the polar bear
experiences no such consequences.

A 2014 study by Shi Ping Liu and colleagues sheds light on this mystery. They compared the penetic
structure of polar bears with that of their closest relatives from a warmer climate, the brown bears.
This allowed them to determine the genes that have allowed polar bears to survive in one of the
toughest environments on Earth. Liu and his colleagues found the polar bears had a gene known as
APoB, which reduces levels of low-density lipoproteins (LDLs) — a form of “bad” cholesterol, In
humans, mutations of this gene are associated with increased risk of heart disease. Polar bears may
therefore be an imponiant study model 1o understand heart disease in humans.

The genome of the polar bear may also provide the solution for another condition, one that particularly
affects our older penemtion: osteoporosis. This is a disease where bones show reduced density, usualby
caused by insufficient exercise, reduced calcium intake or food starvation, Bone tissue is constantly
being remodelled, meaning that bone is added or removed, depending on nutrient availability and the
stress that the bone is under. Female polar bears, however, undergo extreme conditions during every
pregnancy. Onee autumn comes around, these females will dig maternity dens in the snow and will
remain there throughout the winter, both before and after the birth of their cubs. This process results
in about six months of fasting, where the female bears have 1o keep themselves and their cubs alive,
depleting their own calcium and calone reserves. Despite this, their bones remain strong and dense,

Plysiologists Alanda Lennox and Allen Goodship found an explanation for this paradox in 2008,
They discovered that pregnant bears were able lo increase the density of their bones before they
started to build their dens. In addition, six months later, when they finally emerged from the den with
their cubs, there was no evidence of significant loss of bone density. Hibernating brown bears do not
have this capacity and must therefore resort 1o major bone reformation in the following spring. If the
mechanism of bone remodelling in polar bears can be understood, many bedridden humans, and even
astronauts, could potentially benefit,

16



Reading

The medical benefits of the polar bear for humanity certainly have their importance in our
conservation efforts, but these should not be the only factors taken into consideration. We tend 1o
want to protect animals we think are inelligent and possess emotions, such as elephants and primaies.
Bears, on the other hand, seem to be perceived as stupid and in many cases vielent. And yet aneedotal
evidence from the field challenges those assumptions, suggesting for example that polar bears have
good problem-solving abilitics. A male bear called GoGo in Tennoji Zoo, (Osaka, has even been
observed making use of a tool to manipulate his environment, The bear used a tree branch on multiple
oceasions to dislodge a picce of meat hung out of his reach. Problem-solving ability has also been
witnessed in wild polar bears, although not as obviously as with GoGo. A calculated move by a male
bear involved running and jumping onto barrels in an attempt to get to a photographer standing on a
platform four metres high.

In other studies, such as one by Alison Ames in 2008, polar bears showed deliberate and focussed
manipulation. For example, Ames observed bears putting objects in piles and then knocking them over
in what appeared to be a game. The study demonstrates that bears are capable of agile and thought-out
behaviours. These examples sugpest bears have greater creativity and problem-solving abilities than
previously thoughi.

As for emotions, while the evidence is once again anecdotal, many bears have been seen to hit out
at ice and snow — seemingly out of frustration — when they have just missed out on a kill. Moreover,
polar bears can form unusual relationships with other species, mcluding playing with the dogs used
to pull sleds in the Arctic, Remarkably, one hand-raised polar bear called Agee has formed a close
relationship with her owner Mark Dumas to the point where they even swim together. This is even
more astonishing since polar bears are known to actively hunt humans in the wild.

If climate change were to lead to their extinetion, this would mean not only the loss of potential
breakthroughs in human medicine, but more importantly, the disappearance of an intelligent,
majestic animal.
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Questions 1-7
Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 17
I boxes 1-7 on your answer sheet, write

TRUE if the staternent agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the infarmation
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

1  Polar bears suffer from various health problems due to the build-up of fat under
their skin,

The study done by Liu and his colleagues compared different groups of polar bears.

Liu and colleagues were the first researchers to compare polar bears and brown
bears genstically.

4  Polar bears are able to control their levels of ‘bad’ cholesterol by genetic means.
Female polar bears are able to survive for about six months without food.

It was found that the bones of female polar bears were very weak when they came
out of their dens in spring.

7 Tha polar bear's mechanism for increasing bone density could also be used by
people cne day.

18



Questions §-13
Complate the table below.
Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each snswer,

Write your answers in boxes 813 on your answer sheet,

Reasons why polar bears should be protected
People think of bears as unintelligentand 8 _ .
However, this may not be comect. For example:

This allowed him to knock down some 10 ..

*  Awild polar bear worked out a method of reaching a platform where a
"o was |ocated.

- Paolar bears have displayed behaviour such as conscious manipulation of
objects and activity similartoa12 |

Bears may also display emotions. For example:

«  They may make movemenis suggesting 13 . . If disappointed

when hunting.
«  They may form relationships with other species.

= InTennoji Zoo, a bear has been seen uslng a branch as 8 9 ... )

19
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READING PASSAGE 2

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 14-26, which are based on Reading

Fassage 2 on pages 271 and 22,

Questions 14-20

Reading Passage 2 has sevan paragraphs, A-G.

Choose the correct heading for each paragraph from the list of headings below.

White the comect number, I-ix, in boxes 14-20 on your answer sheel.

14
15
16
17
18
19
20

20

wi
wiii

X

List of Headings
The areas and artefacts within the pyramid itself
A difficult task for those involved
A king who saved his people
A single certainty among other less definite facts
An overview of the external buildings and areas
A pyramid design that others copiad
An idea for changing the design of burial structures
An incredible experience despite the few remains
The answers to some unexpected questions

Paragraph A
Paragraph B
Paragraph C
Paragraph D
Paragraph E
Paragraph F
Paragraph G
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The Step Pyramid of Djoser

The pyramids are the most famous monuments of ancient Egypt and still hold
enormous interest for people in the present day. These grand, impressive tributes to
the memory of the Egyptian kings have become linked with the country even though
other cultures, such as the Chinese and Mayan, also built pyramids. The evolution of
the pyramid form has been written and argued about for centuries, However, there

is no question that, as far as Egypt is concerned, it began with one monument to one
king designed by one brilliant architect: the Step Pyramid of Djoser at Saggqara.

Djoser was the first king of the Third Dynasty of Egypt and the first to build in
stone. Prior to Djoser’s reign, tombs were rectangular monuments made of dried clay
brick, which covered underground passages where the deccased person was buried.
For reasons which remain unclear, Djoser’s main official, whose name was Imhotep,
conceived of building a taller, more impressive tomb for his king by stacking stone
slabs on top of one another, progressively making them smaller, to form the shape
now known as the Step Pyramid. Djoser is thought to have reigned for 19 years, but
some historians and scholars attribute a much longer time for his rule, owing to the
number and size of the monuments he built,

The Step Pyramid has been thoroughly examined and investigated over the

last century, and it is now known that the building process went through many
different stages. Historian Mare Van de Mieroop comments on this, writing “Much
experimentation was involved, which is especially clear in the construction of the
pyramid in the center of the complex. It had several plans _.. before it became the
first Step Pyramid in history, piling six levels on top of one another ... The weight
of the enormous mass was a challenge for the builders, who placed the stones at an
inward incline in order to prevent the monument breaking up.”

When finally completed, the Step Pyramid rose 62 meters high and was the tallest
structure of its time. The complex in which it was built was the size of a city in
ancient Egypt and included a temple, courtyards, shrines, and living quarters for the
priests. [t covered a region of 16 hectares and was surrounded by a wall 10.5 meters
high. The wall had 13 false doors eut into it with only one true entrance cut into the
south-east corner; the entire wall was then ringed by a trench 750 meters long and
40 meters wide. The false doors and the trench were incorporated into the complex
to discourage unwanted visitors. If someone wished to enter, he or she would have
needed to know in advance how to find the location of the true opening in the wall.
Djoser was so proud of his accomplishment that he broke the tradition of having
only his own name on the monument and had Imhotep’s name carved on it as well.

21
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E

The burial chamber of the tomb, where the king's body was laid to rest, was dug
benecath the base of the pyramid, surrounded by a vast maze of long tunnels that
had rooms off them to discourage robbers. One of the most mysterious discoveries
found inside the pyramid was a large number of stone vessels. Chver 40,000 of
these vessels, of varous forms and shapes, were discovered in storerooms off the
pyramid’s underground passages. They are inscribed with the names of rulers from
the First and Second Dynasties of Egypt and made from different kinds of stone.
There is no agreement among scholars and archaeologists on why the vessels

were placed in the tomb of Djoser or what they were supposed to represent. The
archaeologist Jean-Philippe Lauver, who excavated most of the pyramid and complex,
helieves they were originally stored and then given a *proper burial® by Djoser in his
pyramid 1o honor his predecessors. There are other historians, however, who claim
the vessels were dumped into the shafts as yet another attempt to prevent grave
robbers from getting to the kings burial chamber.

Unfortunately, all of the precautions and intricate design of the underground network
did not prevent ancient robbers from finding a way in. Djoser’s grave goods, and
even his body, were stolen at some point in the past and all archaeologists found
were a small number of his valuables overlooked by the thieves. There was enough
left throughout the pyramid and its complex, however, to astonish and amaze the
archacologists who excavated it.

Egyptologist Miroslav Verner writes, 'Few monuments hold a place in human
history as significant as that of the Step Pyramid in Saqqara ... [t can be said
without exaggeration that this pyramid complex constitutes a milestone in the
evolution of monumental stone architecture in Egypt and in the world as a whole.”
The Step Pyramid was a revolutionary advance in architecture and became the
archetype which all the other great pyramid builders of Egypt would follow.
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